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WELCOME to

EXPLORE WHITE ROCK’S 
NEIGHBOURHOODS, ATTRACTIONS, 
EVENTS, AND MORE.



WELCOME TO WHITE ROCK welcometowhiterock.com1

On behalf of White Rock City Council and the people of White Rock, welcome to our beautiful
City by the Sea!

You have come to live in a great city. White Rock has spectacular vistas, including the Waterfront, 
Promenade, and the White Rock Pier. The city has a thriving arts and cultural scene and many local 
businesses, amenities, and services available for all ages.

We have great parks and trails, recreation programs, seniors’ programs, wellness services, and the 
Peace Arch Hospital.

White Rock is known for its wonderful events, including the annual Tour de White Rock, Canada Day by 
the Bay, the White Rock Sea Festival, and Concerts at the Pier. As we all continue to work through the 
pandemic, we can’t meet in person for these events in 2021, but we will celebrate Canada Day online 
with a virtual event with music and entertainment. We hope you will join us.

Our community spirit thrives, powered by the many amazing volunteers who contribute to the success 
of our events, our growth as a community and our identity. Local businesses and organizations 
generously support the community in a variety of ways.

I encourage you to visit these websites to learn more about White Rock, your new home:
• Information on the latest news, events, projects and programs in White Rock: whiterockcity.ca/news
• How to interact with the City online: whiterockcity.ca/contact
• Online links to services, other organizations and the City’s social media: whiterockcity.ca/connect
• Where to eat, where to shop and fun things to do: explorewhiterock.com
• City Council and Committee meetings live or recorded: whiterockcity.ca/agenda
• Input on City projects and plans. Visit the City’s online engagement site: talkwhiterock.ca

I invite you to explore our community, consider volunteering and reach out to City Hall if you have any 
questions or concerns. City staff would be happy to help. Thank you for choosing White Rock! Welcome.

On behalf of the Semiahmoo First Nation, we welcome you to P’Quals (White Rock) and our unceded 
traditional territorial lands.

You have come to White Rock to live as neighbours, and we welcome you to this wonderful community. 
We hope that you live, thrive, and call this place home as we have done for centuries. This land is full 
of rich history and culture and we raise our hands in welcome. We look forward to building proud and 
respectful friendships with our new neighbours.

We encourage you to learn more about the Semiahmoo First Nation and our history by visiting our 
website, semiahmoofirstnation.ca or by participating in our local events.

We hope you enjoy living by the sea as we have done since time immemorial.

WHITE ROCK CITY COUNCIL
Top row, from left: Councillor David Chesney, Councillor 
Erika Johanson, Councillor Helen Fathers, Councillor 
Christopher Trevelyan. Front row, from left: Councillor 
Anthony Manning, Mayor Darryl Walker, Councillor 
Scott Kristjanson.

A Message from the Mayor of White Rock

A Message from the Semiahmoo First Nation
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HISTORY OF THE 
CITY OF  WHITE ROCK

At the turn of the 20th century, White Rock was Surrey’s child prodigy. The tiny seaside settlement at 
the southwest corner of a sprawling young municipality was hardly big enough for urban ambitions, 
but the promise of its beaches and balmy climate was obvious. Homesteaders reached Surrey’s sea-
front area near the international boundary as early as 1890, but settlement was slow until the Great 
Northern Railway line was rerouted to follow the Semiahmoo Bay shoreline in 1909.

It was Canada Customs policy to have ports of entry at least one mile from the border. It was therefore 
Canada Customs who determined the exact location of the future community when they located their 
office at White Rock. The tiny railway station and customs office became the centre of gravity for a new 
community. In the summer of 1914, construction began on the government pier intended as a com-
mercial fishing and deep-sea port.

In 1910 the original White Rock town site, where streets are at a different angle, defying the lower main-
land grid system, was marketed by a New Westminster real estate firm. By 1912, with three newspapers 
and bread delivered daily, White Rock hardly suffered pioneer conditions.

White Rock’s lifeblood flowed along the rails and the station was the community’s heart. Four trains 
a day rolled into town from either direction. Introduced in 1911, the three-car Campers Special ran 
between Vancouver and Blaine from July to October. That service ended in 1925, despite protests. In 
1950, the streamlined International service was picking up passengers three times a day on its way 
between Seattle and Vancouver. Rail service to White Rock dwindled, then ceased in 1975. Though long 
retired from its original function, White Rock’s constant landmark has been the train station, built in 
1912. Its metamorphosis began in 1975 when the building was ceded to the city. Befitting its historic 
status, the depot became home to the White Rock Museum and Archives. 

But as far back as 1912, when White Rock was fast becoming Surrey’s foremost town centre, frustration 
had united the pioneers in their desire for civic amenities. It wasn’t long before the White Rock Rate-
payers Association considered the option of secession from Surrey. Various separation schemes were 
raised and debated until Bill 68 asserted White Rock’s independent status. Roughly within the boundar-
ies of Surrey’s former Ward 7, White Rock officially became a city on April 15, 1957.

White Rock’s success defies definition. Of its two most representative man-made symbols, the pier 
never achieved its intended purpose, and trains no longer stop at the station. Yet both structures are 
star attractions for those who still flock to the beach in droves every summer.

To read the full article, “The History of White Rock” by Loraine Ellenwood, visit whiterockmuseum.com

You’ve chosen a great city to call home.  

Located on the unceded traditional territory of the 
Semiahmoo First Nation and the Coast Salish people, White 
Rock is blessed to have mild weather, stunning scenery, 
great businesses and amenities, and the finest sunrises and 
sunsets in Canada.  

Find your new favourite shop or vital personal service 
steps from your door. Stop for a coffee or a craft beer and 
discover White Rock’s patio culture.  Savour amazing dining 
experiences and then walk along the iconic White Rock Pier 
and promenade while enjoying an ice cream from one of 
several artisan parlors.  

Everything you can need- including a vibrant arts scene, 
world-class dining, and amazing shopping experiences- is 
right here in White Rock.

“The History of White Rock”, as told by community historian, 
Lorraine Ellenwood.

WELCOME 
HOME to
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uptown  
white rock
White Rock’s Urban Centre

Great shopping and walkable streets define Uptown White Rock. You won’t 
need a car to choose the perfect gift at The Handpicked Home or The Mason 
Jar, pick up something for your sweetheart at Chez Christophe or Flowers & 
Co, or find a treat for yourself at Hillcrest Bakery & Deli (White Rock’s longest-
tenured business).  Uptown White Rock is also home to several great brunch 
spots, including the very popular The Wooden Spoon.

Connect with the community and sign up for a recreation class or program 
through the City of White Rock at the White Rock Community Centre, just 
down Russell Avenue from the popular Whale Wall mural. Discover more 
murals and public art in White Rock, such as “The Wonderful Year We Fell in 
Love” by Elizabeth Hollick” and “The Gray Whale Family” by Robert Wyland, 
at whiterockcity.ca/publicart.

Enjoy two of White Rock’s many parks (Bryant Park and Hodgson Park), the 
beautiful Miramar Plaza (home to the White Rock Farmers’ Market on Sundays 
from May to October), and a stunning view of the ocean as you access the 
many beauty, personal care, and health services available in Uptown.  White 
Rock has every shop and service you need, footsteps from your home.

WHITE ROCK’S BURGEONING CRAFT 
BEER SCENE IS RIGHT AT YOUR 
DOORSTEP

3 Dogs Brewing and White Rock Beach 
Beer are two award-winning craft 
breweries found in Uptown White Rock. 
White Rock’s newest craft brewery, 
Galaxie Craft Brewhouse, can be found 
on West Beach.

Be sure to relax and enjoy a drink before 
dinner out at Bin 101, or after taking in 
a show at the White Rock Playhouse.  
Uptown White Rock’s walkability makes 
evenings out easy and accessible.
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3 DOGS BREWING _______________________________ 5

BIN 101 ________________________________________ 7

CHEZ CHRISTOPHE _____________________________ 1

FLOWERS & CO. ________________________________ 6

THE HANDPICKED HOME ________________________ 8

HILLCREST BAKERY ______________________________ 9

THE MASON JAR _________________________________ 10

WHITE ROCK BEACH BEER CO. ____________________ 4

WHITE ROCK PLAYHOUSE ________________________ 2 

THE WOODEN SPOON ___________________________ 3

PLACES TO VISIT IN 
UPTOWN WHITE ROCK
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Bohemian Delights with World-Class Dining

Blessed with a funky vibe, Five Corners is the home of White Rock’s arts & 
culture community. Five Corners covers all the arts: visual arts at the White 
Rock Gallery and Attractive Distraction Framing and Gallery; floral arts at 
Ashberry & Logan Floral Design; music at Tapestry Music; or fashion at Edge 
Fashion, Eyebar, and Madison Five Fashion.  

Of course, no description of Five Corners’ arts community would be 
complete without mentioning Blue Frog Studios, the peninsula’s hottest live 
music venue.  You can enjoy performances by world-famous musicians in 
Blue Frog’s beautiful, intimate 100-seat music hall.  

In addition to the arts scene, you can find many personal, spa, health, and 
fitness services at Five Corners.  Live Yoga has been chosen many times as 
the peninsula’s best yoga studio, and The Base Coat was recently recognized 
as the peninsula’s best nail studio.  You can also find several community-
renowned registered massage therapists and chiropractors- eager to help you 
to stay healthy!

Five Corners is also home to many of White Rock’s culinary gems: Barrique 
Kitchen & Wine Bar, Onyx Steakhouse, Taka Sushi, and Two Guys Sushi.  All 
four are award winning restaurants, and not to be missed.  Of special note is 
Barrique’s “Trust the Chef” menu- Chef Josiah is renowned for his innovative 
takes on classic French cuisine.

WHITE ROCK’S CAFÉ CULTURE 

Home to Bean Around the World, 
Clancy’s Tea Cosy, Grounds & Greens, 
Islands Café, Mr. Chu Tea & Coffee, 
and the beloved Laura’s Coffee Corner, 
Five Corners is the heart of White 
Rock’s vibrant café culture.  

There are so many great spots to 
enjoy a coffee with friends on a sunny 
day- either on a beautiful patio or 
while strolling along the tree-lined 
streets.  Try them all and find your 
favourite!

five corners

ASHBERRY & LOGAN FLORAL DESIGNERS ________________ 9
ATTRACTIVE DISTRACTION FRAMING AND GALLERY _______ 2
BARRIQUE KITCHEN & WINE BAR ________________________ 15
THE BASE COAT NAILS _________________________________ 14
BEAN AROUND THE WORLD ____________________________ 1
BLUE FROG STUDIOS __________________________________ 4
EDGE FASHION ________________________________________ 18
EYEBAR ______________________________________________ 17
GROUNDS AND GREENS CAFE __________________________ 3
ISLANDS CAFE ________________________________________ 8
LAURA’S COFFEE CORNER ______________________________ 19
LIVE YOGA STUDIO ____________________________________ 11
MADISON FIVE FASHION _______________________________ 12
MR. CHU’S TEA AND COFFEE ___________________________ 16
ONYX STEAKHOUSE ___________________________________ 10
TAKA’S SUSHI _________________________________________ 13
TAPESTRY MUSIC LTD. __________________________________ 5
TWO GUYS SUSHI _____________________________________ 6
WHITE ROCK GALLERY __________________________________ 7

PLACES TO VISIT IN 
FIVE CORNERS
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east beach
Classic White Rock Charm

If you’re looking for a charming seaside community vibe, you’ll find it in East 
Beach. Between eclectic retail shopping, fish & chips, and a plethora of ice 
cream shops, you’re set for a great day on the waterfront.  Be sure to get an 
ice cream cone and visit Grand Chief Bernard Charles Plaza and Terry Parr 
Plaza- perfect places to gaze at the ocean!

There are also award-winning restaurants like Zapoteca Mexican Grill & 
Seafood and Holly’s Poultry in Motion, where you can enjoy delicious meals 
on sun-drenched patios.    

East Beach is also home to White Rock’s only hotel, The Ocean Promenade 
Hotel, which offers preferential rates for White Rock residents.

ABOVE: Grand Chief Bernard Robert Charles Plaza  TOP RIGHT: Terry Parr Plaza

FISH & CHIPS- A WHITE ROCK 
TRADITION 

This controversial question inspires 
heated discussions: who has the best 
fish & chips? 

East Beach has three of the main 
contenders: Coney Island, Moby Dick, 
and Montgomery’s Cottage Lunch.  This 
debate rages online and in-person- 
everyone has their favourite and no one 
is afraid to express their pick!  

Try them all and decide for yourself.  The 
best part is, there’s no wrong choice!

CONEY ISLAND FISH & CHIPS _____________________ 2

HOLLY’S POULTRY IN MOTION ____________________ 3

MOBY DICK _____________________________________ 1

MONTOMERY’S COTTAGE LUNCH _________________ 5

OCEAN PROMENADE HOTEL ______________________ 6

ZAPOTECA MEXICAN GRILL & SEAFOOD ____________ 4

PLACES TO VISIT IN 
EAST BEACH
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west beach
Natural Beauty Meets Nightlife

Inspired cuisine and White Rock’s relaxed charm come together on West Beach.
West Beach is home to White Rock’s most famous restaurants including Uli’s 
(chosen to have the best burgers in Metro Vancouver by the Vancouver Sun), 
FIVE Kitchen & Oyster Bar, the award-winning Jan’s on the Beach, Charlie Don’t 
Surf, and Primo’s Mexican Grill (the first Mexican restaurant to open in Canada). 

You can also find great shopping, snacking, and ice cream in West Beach.  A 
particular gem is Crazy Cows Ice Cream, who make their gelato and sorbet 
in-house.  They offer a rotating selection, including some unusual flavours 
(including chili passionfruit), so stop by often and try them all!

West Beach is also home to White Rock’s nightlife at The Ocean Beach and the 
West Beach Bar & Grill, where you can find fun times and great drinks, and at 
Memorial Park, the venue for many of White Rock’s exceptional annual events.  WHITE ROCK’S PIER

West Beach is home to our beloved Pier- Canada’s longest, and 
an iconic landmark of our community. Many families have made 
memories by walking the 470-metre Pier, ice cream in hand, as the 
perfect White Rock sunshine reflects off the water.  

Easy beach access and the beautiful Promenade make it easy to stroll 
on the sand, walk over to the legendary white rock, known as P’Quals, 
or enjoy surfing or wind boarding during the storm season. Be sure to 
bring your family down and make some memories of your own!

CHARLIE DON’T SURF ____________________________ 6

CRAZY COWS ICE CREAM _________________________ 3

FIVE KITCHEN & OYSTER BAR _____________________ 8

GALAXIE CRAFT BREWHOUSE _____________________ 2

JAN’S ON THE BEACH ____________________________ 3

THE OCEAN BEACH ______________________________ 4

PRIMO’S MEXICAN GRILL _________________________ 8

ULI’S RESTAURANT ______________________________ 6

WEST BEACH BAR & GRILL ________________________ 1

WHITE ROCK MUSEUM & ARCHIVES _______________ 9

PLACES TO VISIT IN 
WEST BEACH



White Rock is proud to host a variety of community special events throughout the year. You can look 
forward to Canada Day by the Bay, Tour de White Rock, Summer Concert Series and Semiahmoo Days and 
the White Rock Sea Festival each year, to name a few. Whether hosted by the City of White Rock, the White 
Rock Business Improvement Association or another community group, there are plenty of opportunities 
to celebrate community and culture in the “city by the sea”. 

We encourage you to stay up to date on what is happening by visiting WHITEROCKCITY.CA/EVENTS 

PACA, Peninsula Arts and Culture 
Alliance, is a local arts and 
culture organization that 
supports and promotes active 
arts in the community. Follow 
PACA on Facebook 
@peninsulaartsculture 

WRSSPACA.COM

The White Rock Business Improvement Association (BIA) supports 
local businesses through advocacy, marketing, planning local events, 
and much more. Their events and promotions include the Concerts at 
the Pier, the White Rock Craft Beer Festival, the 5 Corners Buskers & 
Comedy Festival, Taste White Rock, and more!  

WHITEROCKBIA.COM 

@whiterockbia   Newsletter Sign-Up at 
@whiterock_bia whiterockbia.com/newsletter 

The City of White Rock is governed by a Mayor and six Councillors, elected 
every four years by White Rock residents. This team of leaders, with support 
from several Citizen Advisory Committees, are responsible for setting the 
City’s policies in accordance with the Local Government Act.

Information about how to get involved and learn more about City 
services can be found on the City’s website. Watch a Council Meeting, 
purchase a parking pass, and find out about the many fitness, youth, 
and seniors’ Recreation & Culture programs online. 

WHITEROCKCITY.COM

CONNECT WITH YOUR COMMUNITY

RECEIVE NEWS ALERTS 
INSTANTLY!

Visit our website and sign up for 
Notify Me® to receive City News 
directly to your phone or inbox!
whiterockcity.ca

LET’S GET SOCIAL! 
Follow @whiterockcity
Follow @cityofwhiterock

CHECK OUT CITY NEWS 
City News is shared weekly 
in the Peace Arch News.

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
E-NEWSLETTER

Sign up for the latest news, 
upcoming events, and highlights 
from Council Meetings. 
whiterockcity.ca/newsletter 

Contact the South Surrey & White 
Rock Chamber of Commerce 
for valuable  support, benefits, 
discounts, advocacy and 
networking opportunities for local 
business professionals. Call the 
Chamber team at 604-536-6844 
and follow @sswrchamber.
SSWRCHAMBER.CA

White Rock is proud 
to host a variety of 
community special events 
throughout the year. 
We encourage you to stay up to 
date on what is happening by 
visiting whiterockcity.ca/events.

5 CORNERS BUSKERS AND 
COMEDY FESTIVAL
The 5 Corners Buskers & Comedy 
Festival features free busking and 
street performances during the day 
and comedy shows from up-and-
coming comedians at night! Held 
in late May, this event has quickly 
become a community favourite- 
perfect for a fun time with your 
family during the day and a date 
with your sweetheart at night. 
5cornersfestival.com 

CANADA DAY BY THE BAY
Canada Day by the Bay takes place 
at Memorial Park on July 1 each 
year. There is live entertainment, 
a marketplace, fireworks, and 

more. This is an all-ages event 
that is great for the whole family. 
whiterockcity.ca/canadaday 

CONCERTS AT THE PIER
The Concerts at the Pier are six 
free outdoor concerts held in 
locations around White Rock 
from June to August. Featuring 
world-class touring bands and 
local favourites, the Concerts 
at the Pier is the Fraser Valley’s 
premiere outdoor music festival. 
Past highlights include the Crash 
Test Dummies, Honeymoon Suite, 
Prism, and Jim Byrnes. 
concertsatthepier.com 

CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL
The White Rock Craft Beer Festival 
is the only craft beer festival on 
the peninsula.  Held in mid-
September at Memorial Park, this 
beloved event features 13 to16 
craft breweries from around Metro 
Vancouver, as well as food vendors, 
games, and live entertainment.  
whiterockcraftbeerfestival.com  

TOUR DE WHITE ROCK 
This two-day cycling event 
features a criterium, road race, 
family fun zone, beer garden, 
and a post-race concert on the 
Saturday night. Children ages 3 
to 10 are invited to participate in 
the Kids Bike Race and a variety of 
other exciting games and activities 
on the White Rock Elementary 
school grounds. Bonus: Parents 
can watch the professionals race 
from inside the Family Fun Zone!  
TourdeWhiteRock.ca 

WHITE ROCK SEA FESTIVAL 
AND SEMIAHMOO DAYS
The White Rock Sea Festival 
and Semiahmoo Days takes 
place from the Friday evening to 
Sunday evening of the BC Day 
Long Weekend.  It is an annual 
celebration of the people and 
culture of Semiahmoo Bay and 
features a traditional salmon 
BBQ, live entertainment, parade, 
fireworks, and fun for all ages. 
whiterockcity.ca/seafestival 

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

FROM TOP: Concerts at the Pier, Craft 
Beer Festival, Tour de White Rock and 
Canada Day by the Bay.

WELCOME TO WHITE ROCK  PHOTO CREDITS: White Rock BIA, City of White Rock, White Rock Museum and Archives, local photographers Stacy Ascah, Tom Paille, and Scott Robarts.


